
 

Xavier University Bhubaneswar 

University Dialogue Series (UDS) 

 

Date: 31 January 2020               Time: 11.30 am              Venue: Classroom 306 

 

Faculty Coordinators: Prof. Kalpana Sahoo and Prof. Satyendra Nath Mishra 
Administrative Coordinator: Jayanta Kumar Das 

Email: uds@xub.edu.in; Internal Phone: 7835 / 7752 / 7794 
 Phones: +91 674 2377700; Fax: +91 674 2300995 

Parents’ Perception Towards Improvements of School Transportation 
 

Speakers: 

Prof. Prashant Prasad 

Xavier School of Human Settlement || Xavier University, Bhubaneswar 
and 

Prof. Bhargab Maitra 

RCG School of Infrastructure Design and Management || IIT Kharagpur 

 

The work aims to study the perception of parents of school children in Kolkata city, in terms of their 

willingness-to-pay (WTP) for improvement of shared modes of school transportation for their children. 

Using revealed preference and stated preference data, a joint RP-SP model was developed to estimate 

the WTP for various levels of improvement of important qualitative and quantitative attributes with 

respect to the school trips. The results indicate towards higher WTP value of car owner group which 

may be directly associated with their high income. The WTP for the lower levels of improvement of 

safety and security are significantly higher for car owners than that of the non-car owners. It may be 

interesting to note how some attributes are given high importance by the car-owner groups where it is 

almost neglected by the non-car owners. The findings from the study forms a foundation for 

formulating policies for the improvement of shared modes of school transportation giving due 

consideration to the preferences of parents (the decision makers) of the school children in Kolkata city. 

Eventually the improvements are expected to reduce the use of private vehicles for school trips and 

thereby reduce congestion during school opening and closing hours. Although the findings from the 

present study are case specific, the work is likely to encourage practitioners and policy makers to apply 

a similar approach for formulating policy measures for improvement of other services. 
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